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The importance of adequate exploration, testing and analysis is emphasized. The uncertainties and limitations of the application
of theoretical soil mechanics principles are pointed out. The use of field permeabilities is proposed for calculating rates of
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construction across peat beds, with comparisons of theoretical and observed settlement.

No one method of construction across marsh deposits is suitable or economical for all conditions. After thorough exploration and
testing, the stability and settlement can be estimated for different designs by applying the principles of soil mechanics. The choice of
design will usually be based on cost comparisons, taking into account all cost factors and considering the adequacy of service to the
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